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Synopsis

From Slavery to Freedom remains the most revered, respected, and honored text on the market.
The preeminent history of African Americans, this best-selling text charts the journey of African
Americans from their origins in Africa, through slavery in the Western Hemisphere, struggles for
freedom in the West Indies, Latin America, and the United States, various migrations, and the
continuing quest for racial equality. Building on John Hope Franklin’s classic work, the ninth edition
has been thoroughly rewritten by the award-winning scholar Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham. It
includes new chapters and updated information based on the most current scholarship. With a new
narrative that brings intellectual depth and fresh insight to a rich array of topics, the text features
greater coverage of ancestral Africa, African American women, differing expressions of protest, local
community activism, black internationalism, civil rights and black power, as well as the election of
our first African American president in 2008. The text also has a fresh new 4-color design with new
charts, maps, photographs, paintings, and illustrations.Instructors and students can now access
their course content through the Connect digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone
Connect access or a bundle of print and Connect access. McGraw-Hill ConnectA® is a
subscription-based learning service accessible online through your personal computer or tablet.
Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect to be used in the course. Your subscription
to Connect includes the following:a ¢ SmartBookA® - an adaptive digital version of the course
textbook that personalizes your reading experience based on how well you are learning the
content.a ¢ Access to your instructora ™s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes,
reminders, and other important files for the course.a ¢ Progress dashboards that quickly show how
you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement.a ¢ The option to purchase (for a
small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free
shipping.Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:

http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
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Customer Reviews

John Hope Franklin was the James B. Duke Professor Emeritus of History, and for seven years was
Professor of Legal History at Duke University Law School. A native of Oklahoma and a graduate of
Fisk University (1935), he received the A.M. and Ph.D. degrees in history from Harvard University
(1936 and 1941). He taught at a number of institutions, including Fisk, St. Augustined ™s College,
and Howard University. In 1956 he went to Brooklyn College as Chair of the Department of History;
and in 1964, he joined the faculty of the University of Chicago, serving as Chair of the Department
of History from 1967 to 1970. At Chicago, he was the John Matthews Manly Distinguished Service
Professor from 1969 to 1982, when he became Professor Emeritus.Among his many published
works are The Free Negro in North Carolina (1943), Reconstruction after the Civil War (1961), A
Southern Odyssey (1971), and perhaps his best-known book, From Slavery to Freedom: A History
of African Americans, now in its ninth edition. In 1990 a collection of essays covering a teaching and
writing career of fifty years was published as Race and History: Selected Essays, 1938-1988. At the
time of his death in March 2009, he was engaged in research on "Dissidents on the Plantation:
Runaway Slaves."During his long career, Professor Franklin was active in numerous professional
and educational organizations. For many years he served on the editorial board of the Journal of
Negro History. He also served as president of the following organizations:The Southern Historical
Association, the United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa, the Organization of American Historians, and
the American Historical Association.Dr. Franklin served on many national commissions and
delegations, including the National Council on the Humanities, the President’s Advisory Commission
on Ambassadorial Appointments, and the United States delegation to the 21st General Conference
of UNESCO. He was appointed by President Clinton to chair the President’s Advisory Board for the
One America initiative in June 1997.He was the recipient of many honors. In 1978 Who’s Who in
America selected him as one of eight Americans who has made significant contributions to society.

In 1995 he received the first W.E.B. DuBois Award from the Fisk University Alumni Association, the



Organization of American Historians’ Award for Outstanding Achievement, the NAACP’s Spingarn
medal, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In addition to his many awards, Dr. Franklin
received honorary degrees from more than one hundred colleges and universities.Evelyn Brooks
Higginbotham is the Victor S. Thomas Professor of History and of African and African American
Studies at Harvard University. She is currently chair of the Department of African and African
American Studies and has held this position since 2006. Professor Higginbotham earned a Ph.D.
from the University of Rochester in American History, an M.A. from Howard University, and her B.A.
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Before coming to Harvard, she taught on the full-time
faculties of Dartmouth, the University of Maryland, and the University of Pennsylvania. In addition,
she was a Visiting Professor at Princeton University and New York University.Professor
Higginbotham’s writings span diverse fields--African American religious history, women’s history,
civil rights, constructions of racial and gender identity, electoral politics, and the intersection of
theory and history. She is co-editor with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., of the African American National
Biography (2008)--a multivolume-reference work that presents African American history through the
lives of people. Professor Higginbotham is the author of Righteous Discontent: The Women'’s
Movement in the Black Baptist Church: 1880-1920 (1993), which won numerous book prizes and
was also included among The New York Times Book Review’s Notable Books of the Year in 1993
and 1994. Dr. Higginbotham has received numerous awards. In April 2003 she was chosen by
Harvard University to be a Walter Channing Cabot Fellow in recognition of her achievements and
scholarly eminence in the field of history. The Association for the Study of African American Life and
History awarded her the Carter G. Woodson Scholars Medallion in October 2008, and the Urban
League awarded her the Legend Award in August 2008.

A dense text book that should be retained and referenced; a broad history on lives and living as a
black person from slavery to present. However, slavery as an institution was horrible, few bought
their freedom and enslaved others; insight into the human minds as to the economics causes of

slavery.

| loved this book. | was not looking forward to taking this class or reading this book but turns out |

learned so much from this and absolutely enjoyed reading it.

The information is presented in a clearly written style that is well organized, very interesting and well

documented. Kudos to the authors who are well known and respected historians. America is deeply



enriched with the addition and update of this valuable addition to the American story.Dr. Shirley A.

Jackson

The text is very well written, even-handed in tone, and rich in references to major scholarship in the
field.My only complaints are (1) that the power-point presentations are short on maps and
illustrations, and (2) there is no map of contemporary Africa at the beginning of the text to

accompany and provide a point of reference for the chapter on Ancestral Africa.

Good read. Book was required reading for a Civil Rights class. Decided to keep book at the end of
class. Would recommend to anyome interested in reading about the history of Civil Rights

movement in America

John Hope Franklin’s volume is a touchstone for so many. He inspired generations of students,
historians, and readers. He provides an in depth overview of slavery, its consequences, and its
barbarities in American society. He is unflinching and precise. His scholarship is impeccable and his

mastery of details unmatched.

A study of Black history for class very interesting to know how so much went on from Africa to the

United States in the capturing of blacks bringing them across the ocean.

Great book for such a great small price!!
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